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was accepted into Officer's Candidate School
in 1995. He has also received a B.A. in His-
tory from Ramapo College in New Jersey and
was selected for Career Level School through
which he attended United States Army Field
Artillery School, Captain’s Career Course in
April of 2002.

Upon graduation from the Basic School,
Major Sharp reported to the United States
Army Field Artillery School and was des-
ignated a Field Artillery Officer. In his first tour,
he reported to Battery E, 2nd Battalion, 11th
Marines and served as forward observer,
Guns Platoon Commander, and Executive Of-
ficer. During this tour, he was deployed to Oki-
nawa, Japan in support of the 31st MEU
(SOC). Major Sharp has also served as S-3A/
Battalion Fire Direction Officer following the
completion of his tour at 2nd Battalion, Target
Information Officer for the 15th MEU Com-
mand Element, MEU Liaison to the United Na-
tions for conducting operations to stabilize the
new nation of East Timor in the spring of
2000, and Fire Support Officer following Sep-
tember 11, in which he assisted in the plan-
ning and execution of the seizure of Forward
Operation Base Rhino, Afghanistan, to include
combat operations.

Upon his graduation from Career Level
School, Major Sharp was assigned to Battery
B, 1st Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment and
served as Commanding Officer. While he
served this position, Major Sharp and Battery
B were deployed with Regimental Combat
Team 2, Task Force Tarawa, in support of Op-
eration Iragi Freedom and participated in the
Battle of An Nasiriyah. Upon his return to
CONUS, Major Sharp assumed the duties of
the Battalion Logistics Officer, and then Bat-
talion Operations Officer.

Major Sharp’s decorations include the Navy-
Marine Corps Achievement Medal with Com-
bat “V” and two stars and the Navy Marine
Corps Achievement Medal.

Madam Speaker, | know that the Members
of the House will join me in thanking and hon-
oring Major Sharp for his exceptional commit-
ment to the United States Marine Corps and
wishing him luck in his future endeavors.

RECOGNIZING PROJECT
TRANSITION
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Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to thank Project
Transition for 25 years of service and support
to people suffering from mental illness. By pro-
viding the necessary care and assistance,
Project Transition has paved the way for
adults with psychiatric problems to recover
and contribute to society.

Project Transition’s unique communities
offer not only medical treatment, but also di-
verse opportunities for healing of the mind,
body and spirit. Throughout their stays, resi-
dents learn to rebuild hope and trust. Patients
are exposed to treatment and instruction that
cultivates the skills necessary to live a normal
life as a member of our community.

The Project Transition team is made up of
professionals with the right experience and
know-how in psychiatric and psychological
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treatment. They work to teach social skills,
management of psychiatric conditions and
help reintegrate patients back into the commu-
nity. Their innovative approach has earned
them both national acclaim and sincere grati-
tude from the many families they have helped.

Madam Speaker, this year Project Transition
celebrates its 25th anniversary as an organi-
zation serving Bucks County adults with psy-
chiatric disorders. Project Transition has
earned the appreciation of the hundreds of
adults now able to live a full and healthy life.
| join them in thanking this wonderful organiza-
tion for their efforts, commend them on their
work and wish them a future of continued suc-
cess.

———

CONGRATULATING COLONEL JOHN
P. SWIFT ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE CONNECTICUT AIR
NATIONAL GUARD

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Colonel John P. Swift of En-
field, Connecticut, who retires from the Con-
necticut Air National Guard on Sunday, June
24, 2007, after nearly 26 years of service to
our Nation.

Since graduating from the United States Air
Force Academy in 1981, Colonel Swift has
worked closely with the A-10 Thunderbolt or,
as it is more commonly known, the “Warthog.”
His post-academy education and service took
him to Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, Lou-
isiana and even the United Kingdom before he
landed back in Connecticut. In 1989, he began
his career with the Connecticut Air National
Guard as the Operations Plan Officer for the
103rd Fighter Group at Bradley International
Airport in East Granby, Connecticut.

From there, he worked his way through the
ranks until reaching his current position as
Commander of the 103rd Fighter Wing in Feb-
ruary 2006. As Commander, Colonel Swift has
lead more than 1000 men and women of the
103rd Fighter Wing and overseen all aspects
of base operations, including aviation, mainte-
nance and support operations for the Wing’'s
A-10 aircraft. In his most recent roles, he has
worked closely with his colleagues in the Con-
necticut National Guard and the Connecticut
congressional delegation to help see the
103rd Fighter Wing through a period of
change and transformation.

His leadership, his passion for his job and
his dedication to the mission of the Con-
necticut Air National Guard will be greatly
missed. | ask all my colleagues to join with
me, the men and women of the Connecticut
National Guard, and the people of Connecticut
in thanking Colonel Swift for his service and
wishing him the best in his new endeavors.

————

IN HONOR OF SPECIALIST
ZACHARY GRASS
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Mr. REGULA. Madam Speaker, with great
sorrow | rise today to recognize Specialist
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Zachary Grass, an Ohio citizen from my dis-
trict, who gave his life fighting for our country.
On Saturday, June 16, 2007 in Iraq, Army sol-
dier Zachary Grass was killed by a roadside
bomb.

As a 2003 graduate of Fairless High School,
he was a member of both the varsity basket-
ball and baseball teams. From his athletic in-
volvement in high school to becoming a sol-
dier in the Army he showed great leadership.
More importantly he was happy to be serving
his country.

This outstanding young man showed cour-
age and dedication during his tour of duty.
Zachary is a true hero and reminds us of the
dedication evidenced by all the men and
women all over the world fighting the war on
terror. We must reflect on this great life and
the sacrifice he made to defend our freedom
and security.

Zachary Grass and his family will be forever
in our hearts and prayers. May we keep them
in mind as they struggle through this difficult
period of mourning.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENT OF CAROL DUMAINE
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the accomplishment of Ms.
Carol Dumaine, of Reston, Virginia, and a
proud member of our civil service. Ms.
Dumaine, an employee of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, has contributed to our Na-
tion’s future security through the establishment
of the Global Futures Forum (GFF), a highly
innovative think tank which coordinates inter-
national expertise to enhance intelligence
analysis.

As the 9/11 Commission confirmed, intel-
ligence and law enforcement officials had un-
covered a number of warning signs that a ter-
rorist attack on U.S. soil was imminent, but the
failure to recognize the links between the intel-
ligence precluded authorities from stopping the
attacks. Ms. Dumaine has created a forum
which allows for more thorough intelligence
analysis from a cadre of outside experts.
Global Futures Forum (GFF) unites intel-
ligence experts from different nations with pro-
fessionals from diverse fields so that emerging
issues can be recognized quickly and collec-
tively addressed. The GFF reviews intelligence
in the public domain and promotes open, inter-
active linkages to knowledge and insight that
exists outside of traditional security organiza-
tions.

GFF delegates represent the wide spectrum
of intelligence and security organizations, mul-
tilateral institutions, academia and non-govern-
ment personnel from more than 30 nations. A
series of forums in 2005 and 2006 brought
these experts together to work face-to-face,
providing them with an opportunity to strength-
en international partnerships and to share
knowledge about global security challenges.
To ensure that partners would have opportuni-
ties to collaborate outside of the conferences,
Ms. Dumaine created the GFF website to pro-
vide a constant means of collaboration, allow-
ing GFF partners to share their latest
thoughts, research and analysis through their
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